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PASTOR’S KEYBOARD 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  The news from 
the General Conference is for now it is still a 
violation of the Book of Discipline to ordain 
an open, practicing homosexual, and to have 
same sex marriages.  That is all that can be 
said with certainty, because the Judicial 
Council had ruled that portions of the 
“Traditional Plan” which passed 438-384 
(53.3% to 46.7%) as unconstitutional (in 
violation of the constitution of the United 
Methodist Church).  Some parts were 
amended, but until after the Council meets 
in April it is not clear what, if any, changes 
will be made to the Book of Discipline.  And 
of course our next regular General 
Conference will be May 5-15, 2020, barely 
14 months away.  Without question, the 
issues of human sexuality will continue to 
consume resources from our denomination 
for the foreseeable future. 

Having begun this column with information 
about a major division among “United” 
Methodists I would love to be able to turn to 
something joyful or even funny with this 
next section.  However the fact is that we 
are in the season of Lent, a time when we 
traditionally sacrifice something in memory 
and honor of the sacrifice did Jesus made for 
us.  The most sincere suggestion that I can 
make is that we not use this as a convenient 
diet plan.  Are we really honoring Jesus if 
we give up pizza and potato chips because 

the doctor said we should?  Remember that the most valuable thing we have is time.  Is there some way 
that you can sacrifice time for Jesus during Lent?  Two obvious examples are time in prayer and time in 
study.  These would need to be over and above what you normally do.  But there are many other ways 
you can devote time to God.  The list in the 25th chapter of Matthew comes to mind: clothe the naked, 
feed the hungry, visit the sick, etc.  Whatever you do for the least of these you do for Him.  Or perhaps 
the best sacrifice you could give is entirely mental.  As you interact with God’s children every day, with 
not just your mouth but with your deepest thoughts be merciful, do not condemn, do not judge,  
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do forgive.  Remember that God does not see that person as a jerk, He sees them worthy of the 
sacrifice of His only begotten son.   

Bible scholars note that a period of 40 generally symbolizes a trial or testing.  Jesus was in the 
wilderness for 40 days, the Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, Jonah warned the 
citizens of Nineveh that in 40 days they would be destroyed.  Try to use the period of Lent as a test.  
The test is not how well you know and serve the one you call your lord and savior.  The test is 
whether you can know Him better, follow His commands more faithfully, see Him more clearly, 
love Him more dearly, day by day for 40 days. 

God bless you                                                                      -Pastor Keith
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Sent with a prayer to:

Estancia United Methodist Church 
P. O. Box 126 
Estancia,  NM  87016

-Contributed by Alma Wimsatt

PROMISES OF COMFORT
Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and of good courage, do not 
be afraid, not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9

Hear my cry, O God,
Attend to my prayer.
From the end of the Earth I will cry to you,
When my heart is overwhelmed;
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.
Psalm 61:1

Be merciful to me O Lord,
for I cry to You all day long.
Rejoice the soul of Your servant,
for to you O Lord, I lift up my soul.
Psalm 86:3-4


