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Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ. The news from
the General Conference is for now it is still a
violation of the Book of Discipline to ordain
an open, practicing homosexual, and to have
same sex marriages. That is all that can be
said with certainty, because the Judicial
Council had ruled that portions of the
“Traditional Plan” which passed 438-384
(53.3% to 46.7%) as unconstitutional (in
violation of the constitution of the United
Methodist Church). Some parts were
amended, but until after the Council meets
in April it is not clear what, if any, changes
will be made to the Book of Discipline. And
of course our next regular General
Conference will be May 5-15, 2020, barely
14 months away. Without question, the
issues of human sexuality will continue to
consume resources from our denomination
for the foreseeable future.

Having begun this column with information
about a major division among “United”
Methodists | would love to be able to turn to
something joyful or even funny with this
next section. However the fact is that we
are in the season of Lent, a time when we
traditionally sacrifice something in memory
and honor of the sacrifice did Jesus made for
us. The most sincere suggestion that I can
make is that we not use this as a convenient
diet plan. Are we really honoring Jesus if
we give up pizza and potato chips because

the doctor said we should? Remember that the most valuable thing we have is time. Is there some way
that you can sacrifice time for Jesus during Lent? Two obvious examples are time in prayer and time in
study. These would need to be over and above what you normally do. But there are many other ways
you can devote time to God. The list in the 25t chapter of Matthew comes to mind: clothe the naked,
feed the hungry, visit the sick, etc. Whatever you do for the least of these you do for Him. Or perhaps
the best sacrifice you could give is entirely mental. As you interact with God’s children every day, with
not just your mouth but with your deepest thoughts be merciful, do not condemn, do not judge,
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do forgive. Remember that God does not see that person as a jerk, He sees them worthy of the
sacrifice of His only begotten son.

Bible scholars note that a period of 40 generally symbolizes a trial or testing. Jesus was in the
wilderness for 40 days, the Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, Jonah warned the
citizens of Nineveh that in 40 days they would be destroyed. Try to use the period of Lent as a test.
The test is not how well you know and serve the one you call your lord and savior. The test is
whether you can know Him better, follow His commands more faithfully, see Him more clearly,
love Him more dearly, day by day for 40 days.

God bless you -Pastor Keith
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Donations welcome!



On Sunday, Feb. 24, during Ki_ngs’*kigé,g
Morrow took the kids and the congregation= = =
through the stories on the staine‘d"g'las'sf\"/vindOWs.“‘_ :
He did not cover them all.. . :toibe continued!
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Notes from the Administrative Council

2/17/2019

We discussed upcoming calendar events, St. Patrick’s Dinner, Christian Outings, and summer VBS.

Join EUMC for its 3rd Annual St. Patrick’s Day Community Dinner on sunday,
March 17 from 4:30—6:30. We need your help to fellowship with neighbors, serve, cook

and clean up. Sign up sheets will be passed around every Sunday. We expect a nice crowd!

MARCH EVENTS

3/5, Tuesday—Shrove Tuesday (aka Fat Tuesday) - join
Pastor Keith for pancakes and coffee! 6 to 9 aminthe
Education Building.

3/6, Wednesday—Lent begins. Imposition of ashes 7 to 9 am
in the Sanctuary.

3/6, Wednesday—Women's Bible Study 5:30 pm

3/7, Thursday — Grieving Mothers Support Group 6:00 pm
3/13, Wednesday—Women’s Bible Study 5:30 pm

3/14, Thursday— Grieving Mothers Support Group 6:00 pm
3/16, Saturday—Men’s Breakfast

3/17, Sunday—Ad Council 7:45 am

3/17, Sunday —St. Patrick’s Day Community Dinner 4:30—
6:30 pm

3/18, Monday—ECHO Food Bank

3/20, Wednesday—Women’s Bible Study 5:30 pm

3/21, Thursday—Grieving Mothers Support Group 6:00 pm
3/27, Wednesday—Women’s Bible Study 5:30 pm

3/28, Thursday—Grieving Mothers Support Group 6:00 pm

o

Our Children Are Our EUMC will host monthly
' outings
Future! between April and October
Help Spread God’s Word and
VBS in June or July.
to Estancia Valley Youth! | . . your help to plan,
promote and educate!

April Events

4/3, Wednesday—Women’s Bible Study 5:30 pm

4/4, Thursday—Grieving Mothers Support Group 6:00 pm
4/10, Wednesday—Women's Bible Study 5:30 pm

4/11, Thursday—4H

*4/12, Friday—Grieving Mothers Support Group 6:00 pm
4/14—Palm Sunday

4/15, Monday—ECHO Food Bank

4/17, Wednesday—Women'’s Bible Study 5:30 pm

4/18, Thursday—Grieving Mothers Support Group 6:00 pm
4/18, Thursday—Maundy Thursday Service 7 pm
4/19—Good Friday

4/20, Saturday—Men'’s Breakfast

4/21—Easter Sunday, fellowship and Easter Egg Hunt fol-
lowing the service!

*4/28, Sunday—Ad Council 7:45 am
4/25, Wednesday—Women'’s Bible Study 5:30 pm

4/26, Thursday—Grieving Mothers Support Group 6:00 pm




Kimber blowing bubbles during Kings kids.
When we’re having “happy stuff” happen in
our lives we tend to forget about Jesus.... Don’t be
S0 busy chasing “happy stuff” that you forget Jesus.
Great job, Kimber!

Kimber telling the story
from Luke 5:1-11,
i “Be a fisher of men”
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PROMISES OF COMFORT

Have | not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage, do not
be afraid, not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.

Joshua 1:9

Hear my cry, O God,

Attend to my prayer.

From the end of the Earth | will cry to you,
When my heart is overwhelmed;

Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.
Psalm 61:1

Be merciful to me O Lord,

for | cry to You all day long.
Rejoice the soul of Your servant,
for to you O Lord, | lift up my soul.
Psalm 86:3-4

-Contributed by Alma Wimsatt



