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From the Desk of Pastor Bonnie...

Did you know that the Christian year does not correspond exactly to the Calendar year? The
Calendar year begins with January 1 — Happy New Year! But the Christian year begins with the
season of Advent; which this year began on December 1. As Christians, we’re already a whole month
into the new year. NOT what we needed to hear, huh? The race just started, and we’re already
behind!

But take courage. Each Advent, Christians throughout the world read the SAME scriptures — the Old
Testament prophecies about the coming of Jesus and the New Testament stories of His birth. We all
start each new Christian year on the same foot, so to speak; because Scripture speaks to us all —all
persons, all races, all cultures, all nations, in all circumstances, throughout all ages — with a common
message of HOPE: the triumph of God, the birth of a Savior!

The Herald Angel proclaims in the Gospel of Luke: “Fear not, for | bring good news...” And the
goodness of God transcends the space-time continuum to touch our hearts in the here and now.
Christ is alive and well, living securely within YOUR heart, if you’ve invited Him in! God is still in

charge — no matter what the earthly circumstance. And He reminds us once again, that...



He has a plan for us * He delights in us * He will give us rest

* He loves us * He will always be with us * He has everything we need
* He goes before us * He provides for us because He is everything
* He strengthens us * He will answer us we could ever ask for.
* He guides us * He wants to bless us
AMEN !!

Pastor Bonnie

Let’s Start a Revolution...

Have you seen that ad on TV where an adult is sitting with 4 children in a classroom? The adult asks, “Is it
better to be more reliable or less reliable?” All the children immediately reply, “MORE RELIABLE!” And one
child adds, “Because then you can keep your New Year’s REVOLUTION.” In this age where RESOLUTIONS are
forgotten almost as quickly as they’re made; perhaps a New Year’s REVOLUTION is a better idea! Jesus came
into the world to fulfill what was spoken by the prophets, to serve as our example of perfect obedience to
God, to give His own life as atonement for OUR sins... nothing short of an earth shattering REVOLUTION, if you
ask me.

A friend of mine recently shared Christian author Jim Wallis’s New Year’s Resolutions (abbreviated, below)
with me. Do you think Estancia and Mountainair United Methodist Churches could start a REVOLUTION of
Christian Faith in Action if we earnestly and eagerly pursued these Five Spiritual Resolutions for 2014?

1. Return to the gospel. Gordon Cosby, the founder and pastor of The Church of the Saviour in Washington,
D.C., passed away in early 2013. In his last sermon - from his death bed - he spoke of Jesus’ “clear and
frightening statement that the last shall be first and the first shall be last.” What constitutes a good life, a
successful life in our culture is exactly the opposite of that to which Jesus calls us. Success for Christians is
always returning to the gospel that turns the world upside down.

2. Find the courage to speak the gospel. Will Campbell, the iconic southern preacher and writer also passed
this year. He would often finish his very brief sermons in big, rich churches by telling them to sell their
buildings and give the money to the poor. Will regularly surprised and irritated people on all sides of the
political and theological spectrum, by simply speaking the gospel as he saw it in the scriptures.

3. Never forget the hope of the gospel. “It always seems impossible until it is done,” said Mandela. This man
knew oppression like few others, and his 27 years in prison formed him spiritually into the leader he became.
He not only taught us the ways of justice, but also the way of forgiveness — and that is the gospel that few
revolutionary leaders ever learn. “Hope is believing, in spite of the evidence, and then watching the evidence
change.”

4. Remember that gratitude is the best response to the gospel. When I got a diagnosis of cancer, my first
very human response was “Why me and why now?” But after finally accepting what was happening to me,
being loved by my family, prayed for by my friends, and cared for by my wonderful doctors, the frustration and



denial turned to gratitude. I was extremely fortunate that my doctors found the cancer early and removed it
completely. It has made me more thankful and grateful than ever before!

5. Smile and laugh more oftenGratitude, humility, and fun can make us more human as we try to make the
world more human. A sign I now have up on my bookshelf, at eye level in my home office where I often work,
simply says, “Don’t Postpone Joy.” I want to increasingly learn to enjoy the world while trying to change it.
And perhaps doing both makes God smile too.

Jim Wallis is president of Sojourners. His book, On God's Side: What Religion Forgets and Politics Hasn't
Learned About Serving the Common Good, is now available.

Unrehearsed Christmas Program, Sunday December 22nd



New 2014 Leadership
Estancia Administrative Council

Chairman —_Melanie Chavez Education — Julie Griffo & Melanie Chavez
Trustees — Bill Simms Outreach — Barbara Simms
Secretary — Vickie Coburn Worship — Julie Griffo
Finance Secretary — Vickie Coburn Camp Rep — Melanie Chavez
Comptroller — Bills Simms McMurry Rep — Julie Griffo
Staff Parrish Relations — Nick Griffo Native American Ministries — Bonnie Hardesty
Lay Leader & Ann. Conf. Delegate — Elaine Darnell Membership Roll / Membership Nurture —
Alternate Ann. Conf. Delegate — Alma Wimsatt Marque Sturgis & Carolyn Moore
ESTANCIA Committees
SPRC TRUSTEES OUTREACH
14 — Nick Griffo (Ch.) 14 — Tamma Widner Barbara Simms (Ch.)
14 - Julie Moralez 15 — Daniel Chavez Food Pantry — Butch McGee
15 - Alma Wimsatt 15 - Alma Wimsatt Soldiers — Alma Wimsatt
15 - Elaine Darnell 16 — Bill Simms United Methodist Men — Nick Griffo
16 — Ray Dile 16 — Mary Alice
16 — Lee Widner
COUNTERS WORSHIP LAY LEADERSHIP
Julie Griffo Julie Griffo (Ch.) Pastor Bonnie Hardesty (Ch.)
Mary Alice Drolte Communion — Susan Samuels 14 — Carolyn Moore
Music — Morrow Hall 15 — Julie Griffo
Ex Of. — Terry Ann Moore 15 — Alma Wimsatt
16 — Melanie Chavez
16 — Bill Simms

Mountainair Administrative Council

Chairman — Patty Mahoney Chairman — Patty Mahoney

Lay Member Ann. Conference — Wanda Giovengo Lay Leader — Patty Mahoney

Secretary — Nancy Karlsberger Social Concerns Chair — Lois Stephens
Treasurer — Kent Potter Native American Ministries — Patty Mahoney
Finance Chair — Jay Warner McMurry Rep — Tom Stephens

Staff Parrish Relations —Jay Warner

Mountainair Committees

SPRC Trustﬁes Worship
Jay Warner Tim Kelly Patty Mahoney
Tom Stephens Kent Potter

Kent Potter
Wanda Giovengo




CHRISTMAS, 2013 Many joyful events were part of this Christmas season. Below, Luke is helping
Pastor Bonnie act out the “Twelve Days of Christmas”. Next, Pastor Bonnie graced the service with a
beautiful flute solo. The choir on Christmas Eve was made up of Estancia and Mtair. members. The
children also played “Silent Night” on the hand bells as we lit individual candles to celebrate Christ’s
birth that blessed night. Eighty four people attended Christmas Eve service.

“Twelve Days of Christmas”
Dec 15th

Flute Solo by Pastor Bonnie Christmas Eve Choir
Dec 15th Dec 24th



TE

5¢ 1L

1sepjealg s,uUsay
NV 00:2

8T LT

1T 0T

¥ 3
Aepinjes

Aepuig

S3lddnNd 31419
INd 0€:€

0E 6¢

S3lddNO 31919
INd 0€:€

ed (44

S331SNdl
INd 0€:9

S3lddnd 31419

mH INd 0€-€ m.ﬁ

S3lddNS 31419
INd 0€:€

6 8

\\ekj

/%
|l\|u\\\
Y

[4 I

/W/@Nl\\\

>

\.\ 7, ow/ul//ﬂlﬂ
7

.//A:..Mﬁm e~

E/N
¢ \

8¢

uonnqulsiqg poo4

Jreurejunopy
INd G1-€

¥4

14"

._\\

Aepsinyl Aepsaupap Aepsen]

v102 AHVNNVP

LC

0¢

eT

Aepuopy

J_IN- NV LE
diysiom INV 6

9¢

INd 00:€
SSY1O N
OILVINHIANOD

IeIN- NV LE
6 TIUSIOM NV 6

INd0O: |
TIONNOD
HOYNHO
J_IN- NV LE
diysiom INV 6

4!

AVANNS
ANVHdId3
JeIN- INV LL
diysiop NV 6

S

Aepuns



hsenuep
DT
NDY
ddprH

9¢1X0d 'O 'd
oIy
JSTPOYISIA POITU() BIOUR)STH

207 L2ADAA D Y710 JUIG

“This is a day of new beginnings”
Methodist Hymnal #383
by
Brian Wren, 1978

Wren's text originally began as a question, "Is this a day of new beginnings?" He
revised it in 1987 after being challenged to frame it as a positive statement. First
written for a New Year's Day service at Holy Family Church in Blackbird Leys,
Oxford, England, the hymn was published in Faith Looking Forward under the
heading "The new year (and other new beginnings)." Wren writes: "In itself, the new
year is an arbitrary convention . . . .The recurrent awakening of life in nature is not a
strong enough foundation for hope of real change. Yet by faith in the really new
events of the Christian story, a day, or a month, or an hour can become charged with
promise, and be a springboard to a changed life. (Wren 1983)

The present stanzas 2 and 3, which relate to 2 Corinthians 5:16-17, summon us to
seize and act on the hope we find in Christ. The final stanza is similar to the original Brian Wren
stanza 5, which began "In faith we'll gather 'round the table to taste and share what love

can do.”

The tune NEW BEGINNINGS was inspired by the text itself. In the spring of 1991, Brode, grieving the end of an
important relationship, was searching for a text that would inspire a new melody. He writes: "Suddenly, the text
'This is a day of new beginnings' sprang to my attention; [its] message of new beginnings, that God is making all
things new, touched the pain I was feeling . . . and gave me a sense of hope. The tune quickly emerged from that
emotional encounter with the text." The tune was written originally in C major with guitar accompaniment. The
hymn was first used at the 1991 commencement service of Bethany Theological Seminary, Oak Brook, Illinois,
where Brode was a student.



